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Thinking about Purpose
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Purposes of Assessment

the process of identifying, gathering and interpreting information about a learner’s achievement in order to:

(a) assist the learner’s development and improve the process of learning and teaching; and 
(b) evaluate and certify competence in order to ensure qualification credibility.

assessment

(DHET, 2021, p. 22)

Assessment as learning
(formative purpose)

Types of assessment that allow students to assess and monitor their progress through, 
for example, self-assessments that allow diagnostic and practice testing (retrieval 
practice)

Assessment for learning
(formative purpose)

Types of assessment that 
● allow instructors to make inferences about student progress to inform their 

teaching and 
● help students to improve their learning through the provision of feedback

Assessment of learning
(summative purpose)

Types of assessment that provide evidence of student learning in order to make 
judgements on student achievement against goals and standards
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Continuous assessment

A component of assessment that is ongoing and which is used to determine a 
student’s achievement during the course of a particular level. It integrates 

assessment into teaching and development of a student through ongoing feedback.
(DHET, 2021, p. 33)
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A framework for curriculum-based continuous assessment 
(Adapted from  Nikto, 1995, p.326)
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Ways of conceptualising continuous assessment 
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You may already be using 
some of these assessment 
tools (or techniques that 
serve a similar purpose) in 
your pedagogy or 
assessment practice!

Using this approach would 
allow you to make the 
things that are happening 
implicitly when doing a task 
more explicit and add 
opportunities for 
feedback/guidance earlier 
in the “process” without 
adding too much.

These activities could be as 
“hands-off” as you would 
like it to be by 
incorporating them as 
self-directed activities into 
your assessment structure 
or just adding one or two 
questions to existing 
assessment tools that help 
surface these things.

Ways of conceptualising continuous assessment (cont.)
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Discussion Questions

Do you draw on any of these approaches - which is most useful 

to you?

How could you incorporate them?

Do you see any challenges in using them?

How can continuous assessment contribute to Vision 2030?


